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Preface 
This handbook has been written for the Walsh Middle School band members and their parents with the intent of providing information regarding the purpose, procedures, expectations, and activities of the band program.  All band students and parents are expected to read the entire handbook carefully to avoid conflicts with the policies stated herein.

 

As a member of the Walsh Middle School Wildcat Band you have the honor and responsibility of maintaining a band program with high standards of excellence.

 

We are extremely fortunate to have parents, administrators, faculty, and school board members that are committed and dedicated to a quality band program.  We look forward to you being a part of the band program.
 
Walsh Middle School Philosophy of Instrumental Music 
Developing Class, Character, and Community Through Musical Excellence
A well-rounded education is enhanced by one of the most basic of all studies…the study of music.  Music teaches discipline.  Music develops self-confidence.  Music gives each student a feeling of pride and accomplishment.  Playing in band teaches students the importance of working with others and helps them develop the social skills necessary to be part of a performing organization.  Instrumental music engages students in a group activity, which allows them to use their free time constructively.  Band instills values: responsibility, purpose and direction, devotion to duty, spirit of cooperation, and sensitivity to beauty.  Not all band students become great musicians, but certainly all become more mature, cooperative, self-disciplined, hard working members of society with an appreciation of the arts.  Music is a subject, which affects all areas of a student’s personality.  These include the intellectual, physical, emotional, psychological, spiritual, and social aspects of a person.

 

Band Descriptions and Expectations
 

There are several performing groups in the band program at Walsh Middle School.  Each group listed below functions as an important part of the entire band program.  Bands are divided into groups in order to meet the individual needs of each student.  
 

Band Placement

Sixth and seventh grade student will be placed into Honors, Symphonic, and Concert Band at the end of the current school year provided they have elected to be in band the following year.  Listed below are the areas that are to be taken into consideration and reflect daily classroom behavior as well as progress/proficiency on the instrument.  This is the most accurate way to assess and place students into the appropriate band class.
· Citizenship/Classroom behavior

· Academic Eligibility

· Class Participation

· Attendance at Concerts and Sectionals

· Practice Logs
· Completion of assignments

· Weekly Playing Grades

· Master Schedule
· Instrumentation Needs

· Proficiency on instrument

· Successful completion of Final Exam

· Start of year re-evaluation

It is important to remember that 8th graders have one more of year of experience on their instrument than seventh graders.  For that reason, 8th graders often make up the largest percentage of membership in the Walsh Honors Band.  Although some seventh graders will be placed in Honors Band, many will not.
Honor Band – Varsity Band
The Honors band is the first performing group, which is made up of the most advanced 7th and 8th grade students.  Students in this band must be proficient on their instrument and must be willing to commit to regular rehearsal and practice time.  The Honors Band students will have one 60-minute section rehearsal per week as well as some extra full band rehearsals throughout the year.  Students in this band are expected to participate in the scheduled rehearsals, concerts, pep-rallies, and contests.  In addition, each student will be required to prepare for the All-Region Band Tryouts and participate in the Solo & Ensemble contest.  It is the responsibility of the student and the parent to check the band calendar and incorporate the scheduled events into their family calendar.  In order to maintain a high level of performance, Honor Band students will need to practice 30-45 minutes daily. Due to the level of literature performed it is recommended that the student participate in the district supplemental private lesson program.
 

Symphonic and Concert Band – Non Varsity Bands
The Non-Varsity Bands are the second and third groups, which are made up of 7th and 8th grade students.  Students in symphonic band will have one 60-minute section rehearsal per week as well as extra full band rehearsals throughout the year.  Sectionals are not a Concert Band requirement.  It is recommended that Non-Varsity Band students participate in the All-Region Band tryouts and in the Solo & Ensemble Contest.  It is the responsibility of the student and the parent to check the band calendar and incorporate the scheduled events into their family calendar.  In order to maintain a high level of performance, Non-Varsity students will need to practice 20-30 minutes daily.  It is recommended that students participate in the district supplemental private lesson program.

Jazz Band
The Walsh Jazz Band consists of 7th and 8th grade students who play Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Bari Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone and Percussion.  Students who have chosen to participate in the Walsh Jazz Band rehearse once a week and perform both at concerts and contests.  The Walsh Jazz Band is conducted by Mr. Travis Barney

Beginning Band
Beginning Band consists of 6th grade students who have received band as their elective choice for the school year.  All students in beginning band perform at three concerts and work on a daily basis to improve their skills in music.
 

Course Objectives – This course will teach students to develop
 

1. Self and group discipline through preparation and practicing of instrumental music.
2. Leadership skills, responsibility, diligence, and an ability to cooperate with others as a team member.
3. Strength, stamina, endurance and coordination.

4. Ability to make musical value judgments through critical listening. The student shall be provided opportunities to recognize quality of sound, pitch, style, tempo, rhythm, blend, balance, phrasing, dynamics, and articulation.
5. Skills in using and understanding note values, rests, key signatures, scales, musical terms, signs, and symbols.
6. The ability to recognize and tune intervals, unisons, harmony, and to develop discriminate listening skills.
7. Proper instrumental technique, care for instrument, correct posture and playing position, embouchure, good tone, correct breathing, technical proficiency, and rhythmic skill.
8. Instrumental technique in finger/tongue coordination, intonation, musical phrasing, dynamic control, rhythmic skills, and articulation.
9. Music reading skills, hand/eye coordination, and to interpret in sound, musical symbols and terms from the printed page.

10. Musical sensitivity through performance of music as well as listening to music. The student shall be provided opportunities to internalize generally accepted authentic performance styles and techniques in music played and heard.

11. The ability to evaluate the quality of musical performance the student shall be provided opportunities to evaluate progress toward self-established musical goals, evaluate solo and group rehearsals and performances, and recognize quality of sound, pitch, style, tempo, rhythm, blend, balance, phrasing, dynamics, and articulation.

12. Creative self-expression in every performance experience and explore possible careers
in music.

Classroom Policies
 

RULES: 
There are six basic rules that must be adhered to by all students

1. Look at the director when he/she is talking.  It is important that the director knows that they have your complete attention.

2. Enter the Band Hall quickly and quietly.  If you have any questions that need to be asked, please raise your hand and wait to be called upon.

3. Be in your seat ready to go 1 minute after the bell rings. Be ready to play 2 minutes after the bell rings.  Students not in their seats at this time will be given a Detention/Band Service.
4. Respect your fellow band members and directors. This means that you will not disrupt or distract from the task at hand.

5. Be prepared for each rehearsal.  Bring the proper equipment and supplies.  Practice your part so that you are ready for the rehearsal both mentally and physically.

6. Communicate effectively and promptly regarding conflicts with the scheduled calendar of events.

 

Consequences
 

The directors hold all members of the Walsh Middle School Band program to high standards of discipline.  

The actions of each member of the band program affect the overall image of the band in both the school and the community.  Students who choose band as their elective are among the best students in the school and discipline problems are rare in the band program.  However, if disciplinary actions are needed, the following consequences will occur.

1. Verbal warning

2. Student conference

3. Parent contact

4. Band Detention/Community Service

5. Office referral
If further problems occur the student may be removed from the Band Program.

 
Attendance Policy 
Any activity, which is included in the course, is considered curricular. Section rehearsals, performances and clinics are part of the course requirements and are, therefore, graded activities.

Attendance at all rehearsals, clinics and performances are mandatory. The director must approve all absences in advance. Advanced notice includes at least 3 school days for before and after school rehearsals and 2 weeks for performances. Only conflicts of a serious nature will be considered. If you absolutely must miss an activity due to an unavoidable conflict or family emergency, a written request by parent or guardian will be needed. Please submit request in a timely manner. Requests will be reviewed and excused at the directors’ discretion. Unexcused absences may result in the reassignment to a different part or role in the rehearsal or performance or removal from the performing ensemble.

Every member of our band is important. One missing member is like a missing link in a chain. You are important! 

The majority of students who miss events have missed due to lack of planning or lack of communication. Most all absences can be avoided or excused by planning ahead. Many times a parent’s schedule doesn’t allow time to transport their student to these events. There are many ways to solve these problems ahead of time. Many parents have worked out a carpooling system with band members from their neighborhood. Carpooling works, if you plan ahead. Always plan ahead, don’t procrastinate! The success of our program is directly proportional to the overall attendance rate throughout the year. We can’t teach an empty chair, and unlike football we don’t have a bench. Please make every effort to schedule your medical, dental or other appointments around band activities and class time.

 
Band Member’s Responsibilities
 

1. Follow all WMS Band rules as well as all school rules.  Learn to accept the consequences of your          behavior.
2. Learn to work well with others to enhance individual and group progress.
3. Have the proper respect for those in authority and for your fellow classmates.
4. Show the proper respect and care for all band equipment, music, and instruments. You are responsible for replacing material that you damage or destroy.

5. Regular practice is your responsibility in order for daily progress.  Set a realistic goal for yourself and work to achieve success.  Good things will happen if you can attain your goal.  A portion of your grade will be determined by your practice time. 

6. You are responsible to be at all band concerts and performances.  Keep your calendar in an important place so you may refer to it often.  Remember you are an important part of the band.
7. Make a real effort to learn and improve daily.  Build a habit of success.  REMEMBER IT IS              MORE IMPORTANT TO MAKE CONSISTENT IMPROVEMENT, NOT TO BE THE              BEST.
8. It is expected that each student conduct him/herself properly with regard to his/her actions, manners, and dress.  The appearance of the band at pep rallies and performances is very important.  Every effort is made to make sure that the Walsh Middle School Band portrays a positive image.  The impression that the band makes has a great deal to do with the spirit, pride, and reputation of our school and our band.  Each student must do his/her part to make our image a favorable one to the community.

 
Eligibility Responsibility/Requirements
 

Band students are ineligible to participate in extra-curricular activities for the six weeks period immediately following a grade of 69 or less in any subject.  However, if after 3 weeks, that student is passing all of their classes, they become eligible at the end of the 4th week.  This “no pass-no play” rule applies to all extra-curricular activities such as football performances, competitions, U.I.L. Contests, etc.  Band rehearsals, sectionals, and concerts are an extension of classroom activities, not extra-curricular, so the “no pass-no play” rule does not apply.  Students are required to attend these events.  Students have a responsibility to pass their classes and be eligible for band concerts and contests.  Each student plays a vital role in the band and we are dependent upon each other for success.  It has been our experience that most students who fail a class are simply not turning in their work.  Continued problems with eligibility may result in removal from the performing group.

Band Grading Policy 
 

The grading policy used is to reward participation, improvement and effort rather than performance.  Our philosophy is that if the effort is there, then the quality will take care of itself.

 

Grades for all Bands will be figured as follows:

           

            50%    In Class Performance/Tests/Outside of class performances 

All performances and clinics are marked on the calendar as mandatory.  These events cannot be made up. See Attendance Policy. The weekly test will be heard during the section rehearsal or in class. The student will be given a grade from 0 to 100 for the purpose of chair placement 
           

            30%   Responsibility/Materials/Sectionals 
           

            20%   Practice Logs
The student will turn in their completed Practice online.  Please read “Practice Card Grades” for details.
 
Practice Log Grades 
 

Your practice log is designed to help you establish an organized routine for daily practice.  A practice log is NOT needed to be able to tell whether you have practiced or not.  How you improve from day-to-day and week-to-week reveals that fact. Honesty is the best policy concerning practice time.  It is helpful for parents to be involved in the student’s practice and progress. Your encouragement and support is important for their success.  

 

1. Log onto charmsmusic.com using the following information
a. Schoolcode = walshmsband

b. Student password = your student id number.

2. Submit your practice log your every Sunday using the Charms System
3. 10 points per day will be deducted for late practice logs.  Late practice logs must be signed by a parent.
4. All rehearsal time outside of class may be counted on your practice card.  For example:  private lessons, extra rehearsals, clinics, etc.

 

Grading Scale for Practice Logs (in minutes) – The highest grade a student can receive is 136.  In order to receive 40 points for zero minutes practiced you must submit a practice log indicating zero minutes time.
 

	Minutes
	Grade
	Minutes
	Grade
	Minutes
	Grade
	Minutes
	Grade
	Minutes
	Grade
	Minutes
	Grade

	300
	136
	250
	126
	200
	116
	150
	106
	100
	90
	50
	65

	295
	135
	245
	125
	195
	115
	145
	105
	95
	88
	45
	63

	290
	134
	240
	124
	190
	114
	140
	104
	90
	85
	40
	60

	285
	133
	235
	123
	185
	113
	135
	103
	85
	83
	35
	58

	280
	132
	230
	122
	180
	112
	130
	102
	80
	80
	30
	55

	275
	131
	225
	121
	175
	111
	125
	101
	75
	78
	25
	53

	270
	130
	220
	120
	170
	110
	120
	100
	70
	75
	20
	50

	265
	129
	215
	119
	165
	109
	115
	98
	65
	73
	15
	48

	260
	128
	210
	118
	160
	108
	110
	95
	60
	70
	10
	45

	255
	127
	205
	117
	155
	107
	105
	93
	55
	68
	5
	43

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	40


 

Practice Guidelines for Parents
Your child’s progress in band will depend a great deal on what is achieved during daily home practice sessions.  Learning takes place in school, but proficiency is gained at home.  You can use the following guidelines to help your youngster at home.

  

Time Schedule
A half hour a day is the minimum amount of practice time recommended for the average student.  Practice at the same time every day is good, but some flexibility should be built into the schedule.  Don’t bring the world to a halt at 6:30 every evening because it’s practice time.  Kids need time for fun and relaxation just as adults do.  If the situation allows, reschedule the practice session to an earlier or later time.

 

Climate
Practice should be done in an area that is free of distractions away from the T.V., radio, stereo, and family traffic.  Good lighting, a straight-backed chair, mirror, metronome, and a music stand are definite assets.  Reed players should have several reeds available during the practice session.

 

Encouragement
Spend some time listening to your youngster practice.  Offer constructive criticisms.  You do not need to be a former band member or musician to be able to hear improvements.  Encourage them to play assignments and tests for you.  Each time the student plays for a friend or relative, it helps them to feel more comfortable with a performance or competitive event. 

 

Is your child progressing?
For the beginning band student, the field of instrumental music is new.  He/she is learning to use his facial muscles in a different way and his breathing apparatus for a different purpose.  There is a new language of symbols (notes) that requires the use of his mind and body to translate this into musical sounds.  All this takes time!  Even parents who have had former instrumental experience have probably forgotten the struggle of producing those first notes and songs.

 

Parents can evaluate practice sessions by asking:  

1. What is your assignment for today?
2. Am I hearing the same daily warm up each day?  It is important to play the same daily warm up and drill before beginning the assigned material.
3. Am I hearing music that they can already play, or am I hearing attempts at new material?
4. Is the tone quality becoming more characteristic of the instrument, or is the tone harsh, unmusical, and unpleasant.
5. Does the familiar exercise move steadily, or is it halting and jerky?

 
Practice Guidelines for Students
It’s how you practice that counts! Practice does not make perfect. Practice makes Permanent!  Incorrect habits are sometimes more easily developed than correct habits, and a habit is hard to change, so THINK when you practice.  Avoid simply going through the motions!  Remember, the playing of your instrument comes through the development of coordination, just like any athlete.  Patience is a virtue for the ambitious player. 

1. Warm up correctly.  Each instrument should have a separate warm up for home practice that differs from the band warm up.  Use a mirror and concentrate on tone quality and embouchure during the long tone warm ups.
2. Set a goal for the practice session.  Don’t try to do too much at one sitting.  Isolate a problem or a section in a piece of music.  It may be a rhythm, a measure, or a line of the music.  Repeat it over and over many times-just like shooting baskets in the basketball goal.  This reinforces muscle and mental memory.

3. Practice it slowly at first gradually building up speed using a metronome.  Before you finish the practice session, play the difficult measures with the rest of the line or exercise.
4. In a difficult, technical passage, change the rhythms and articulations in the practice session to develop even, accurate, and fluid technique.
5. Practice involves learning and reinforcing areas that are difficult for the student. Practice, therefore, is not always fun because you must play music that you have not yet mastered.  Try to end each practice session with something that is fun to play and that has already been mastered.
Example of a structured 45- minute practice session:
 
	Material Practiced            
	Time
	Goal

	Warm up and daily drill: Long Tones, Scales, arpeggios, Thirds, etc.
	20
	Fundamentals: tone, breath control, embouchure, technique, tonguing

	New material and assignments
	10
	Develop new Technique, increase range, expand capability of student

	Previous and continuing material
	10
	Improvement of finger dexterity, tonguing, tone, musicality, etc.

	Fun stuff, favorite music
	5
	Enjoyment!


 
Section Rehearsals (Sectionals, 7th/8th graders only)
 

Section rehearsals are important in a quality band program.  Small group work with like instruments ensures adequate individual attention and section development.  All Honors Band and Symphonic Band students are required to attend one 50-minute section rehearsal per week.  During, these sectionals students will work on the fundamental skills of their instrument, practice difficult sections of their band music, learn the All-Region audition music, and have their chair tests on these areas.

 

Section rehearsal days will begin during the second full week of school and continue throughout the year.  In order to accommodate the student athletes and cheerleaders, sectional days and times may need to change at the beginning of each new season.  Every attempt will be made to schedule around athletic games and other school activities.

 

Please try to schedule doctors’ appointments, etc. at times that do not conflict with section rehearsals.  If unavoidable conflicts occur, please communicate these conflicts promptly in writing along with a verbal explanation from the student or parent.  Communication is vital to your success in the program.

 

If an absence from a sectional is excused, the sectional grade can be made up by attending another similar instrument sectional during the week of the absence as approved by the director.

· Continued absence from sectionals may result in removal from the performing group.

· The Sectional Rehearsal Schedule for the Honor Band and Symphonic Band will be passed out the second week of school after any conflicts are assessed
 
 Band Equipment and Supplies
1. Student Instruments and Supplies
Your instrument is extremely valuable and proper care should be taken to maintain its value.  Should your instrument be in need of repair, you should always check with your director before taking it to the repair shop.  Never try to repair the instrument yourself, as you do not have the proper tools or skills required.  All instruments must have a nametag.  NO ONE SHOULD PLAY OR HANDLE AN INSTRUMENT THAT DOES NOT BELONG TO HIM/HER.  Supplies must be kept in the band student’s locker.  Supply lists can be found at www.walshband.com
 

2.  School Owned Instruments
Students who play school owned instruments should take the same care as they would their own instrument.  These students are required to pay a yearly usage fee of $50.00. The student must always inform the director of any repairs needed.

 

3. Instrument Lockers
Each student will be issued a band lock and locker.  Band instruments and supplies are to be stored in the student’s band locker.  Any student who loses his or her lock will have to pay a replacement fee of $6.00.

4. Band Binders and Pencil Bag
Show the proper respect and care for you music.  All music must be placed in the rings of your binder.  All markings on the music should be done in pencil.  Binders must be stored in your band locker with your instrument and supplies.
 

5. Band Hall
This is your room and should reflect your attitude towards the band program.  Show respect and pride by keeping it neat and clean.  No food, soft drink, or gum is allowed in the band hall or fine arts wing.  Water is allowed during rehearsals and class.  Remember ​ we will have over 200 people going in and out of the band hall each day!  We need your help to ensure that each band member follows the policies and procedures.

 

6. Chairs and Stands
The chairs in the band hall are for sitting only.  Please keep all four legs on the floor and do not lean back in the chair.  The band hall chairs are set for the largest band class and are placed in the appropriate place before school begins.  Do not move chairs from the rows at any time.  Music stands are for holding music only.  Please do not lean on the stand or write on the stand.  If a student breaks a chair or stand the student will pay a replacement fee of $67.00 per chair and $38.00 per stand.
Pep Rallies
 

The Honors and Symphonic bands will perform at all pep rallies.
 

PEP RALLY PROCEDURE
1. The required uniform on pep rally days is your band T-shirt and jeans..  It is important that you wear your band shirt for the entire school day to promote Band Pride.
2. You will be dismissed early from class in order to warm up together.

3. Come to the Band hall and get all of your equipment and then quickly proceed to the gym
4. During the band’s performance it is important that you watch the conductor so that we can play TOGETHER with good precision!
5. You may not make noise on your instrument or mouthpiece during the cheers unless you are a percussionist.
6. Stand and participate enthusiastically to show that the band supports our school.
7. A pep rally is a required performance and grades will be given for all performances.  Cheerleaders and athletes will perform on the feature song only.
 
Image and Trip Behavior
 

Walsh Middle School Wildcat Band Image
 

The Walsh Wildcat Band is developing a reputation as one of the finest bands in Texas. We will strive to acquire the highest standards of performance and stage presence. It is very important to maintain a positive image at all times. The Walsh Band represents the faculty and student body of Walsh Middle School, as well as the city of Round Rock. As ambassadors of our school and community, Walsh Band members will always make every effort to be courteous and respectful. We understand that we never get a second chance to make a first impression.

 

It is important to be courteous to other performing ensembles. Many times the Walsh Band will be in performance situations around other bands. It is imperative that you treat other ensembles with respect and dignity. We expect our students to refrain from negative or derogatory statements.

 

When in formal uniform in public, students must remain completely in uniform; that is: shirt tucked in and buttoned all the way up, cummerbund on and bow tie fastened.  When in formal uniform, students should refrain from running, climbing and horse-play.  For solo and ensemble contest, students are expected to wear formal attire other than the formal uniform. No Jeans, Tennis shoes, T-Shirts, Flip Flops, or Hats
 
Bus and Travel Rules
 
1. When you are dismissed to the bus, walk quickly and quietly in a single file line to the bus.
2. Do not talk on the bus until a director stands up and gives you permission.
3. Do not move from your seat or stand up while the bus is moving.
4. Keep your hands and feet inside the bus at all times.
5. Do not use loud voices at all.
6. No gum, food, or drinks are allowed on the bus.
7. Electronic Devices must be used with headphones.
8. As we approach our destination, you will see a director stand up.  Stop all talking.
9. All students must ride to and from the activity on the bus.  Students who need to request a ride with their parents need to get director approval and send a written note prior to the day of the trip.

10. Always be courteous to drivers, chaperones, and other passengers.

 
Dress Code for Performances
 

Casual Dress (All Band Students)
The Band T-shirt and jeans are the required dress for all pep rallies, football games, elementary performances and other band functions requested by the band directors.  The band shirt will be purchased by the student at the beginning of the school year.

 

Formal Uniforms (Honors and Symphonic Band)
In keeping with a professional look, uniforms are required of all advanced band students. 

1. The uniform is ALL of the following
a. Black Close Toed Dress Shoes

b. Black Socks

c. Black Pants (including ladies)

d. White Tuxedo Shirt – can be purchased at Hobby Lobby or any tuxedo store.

e. Cummerbund and Bow Tie – issued by the Walsh Band (DO NOT PURCHASE)

2. Uniforms must pass inspections before each performance.  Take pride in yourself and your uniform.  After each performance, hang them back up.
3. Students should be wearing the entire uniform upon arrival at a concert or contest.
4. When the uniform is not in use it should be at home.

 

Concert Etiquette
1. Students and parents are expected to stay for the entire length of the Concert. Listen and be supportive of all groups in the band program.

2. If it is necessary for you to leave during another bands performance, please leave between musical selections or between the band changes.
3. If you arrive late, do not enter the auditorium during a performance.  Wait until the selection ends and take your seat quickly during the applause.
4. Immediately leave the performance if you have a crying baby or noisy youngster. Recordings are usually being made of the performance and the noise is also distracting to those around you.
5. Do not walk around or talk during a performance.  You are to stay seated and quiet when a group is performing. 
6. Whistling and cheering are not appropriate for a concert performance.  Show your appreciation for a band performance by clapping.  An exceptional performance can be recognized by extended         applause and /or standing while applauding.
7. Turn off all electronic devices.
 
Fundraising/Student Accounts
Although our band program receives monies through the school district and from Band Boosters, these funds must be supplemented to enable our band to function at a continuous standard of excellence.  Each year our bands participate in a fund raising activity.  Items to be sold are determined by the band directors.  Profits go towards equipment for the band hall, music, social events, music contests, travel, and awards.  *If you do not wish for your child to participate in the fundraiser, please inform us by sending a note or calling the band office. 

Students who elect to participate in Band Sponsored Activities must have funding for these activities in what we call a “Student Account”. Students may fund their account by parent donation.  Accounts may be viewed at www.charmsmusic.com
Contact Information
www.walshband.com
Russell Jones
Director of Bands

(512) 704-0835

russell_jones@roundrockisd.org
Travis Barney
Assistant Director
(512) 704-0836

travis_barney@roundrockisd.org
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